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Jodi Travers Appointed Executive Director of CLRAO

After serving more than 10 years in the role as Labour Relations Manager with the Electrical Contractors
Association of Ontario, Jodi Travers has accepted the position as Executive Director of the Construction
Labour Relations Association of Ontario.

Widely regarded as a labour relations superstar, here’s the 101 on Jodi:

+ Academically Jodi earned a BA in labour relations from McMaster (1998), a post graduate diploma
in regulatory law administration from Seneca (2001), attended the Rotman School of Management’s
advanced program in human resources management (2013) and was awarded the CHRL designation
by the Human Resources Professionals Association

« Jodibegan her career as a corporate health and safety officer with the MoL, then in labour relations
and human resources with the Ontario Clean Water Agency, then a stint in HR with the Ontario
Energy Board before signing on with the ECAO in October, 2015

+ Since February 2021, Jodi has been a labour relations instructor at McMaster University’s Centre for
Continuing Education

« While at the ECAOQ, Jodi was actively involved in industry affairs with the Ontario Construction
Secretariat where she served as chair, the Construction Employers Coordinating Council of Ontario
and pitching in at COCA whenever asked

We wish Jodi the very best for much success in her new role and we wish Graeme Aitken at the ECAO the
best of luck trying to fill the big shoes Jodi left behind.

Following the announcement regarding Jodi’s departure, the Electrical Contractors
Association of Ontario (ECAO) is officially opening the search for a Labour Relations
Manager.

The Electrical Contractors Association of Ontario (ECAO) is recruiting a permanent, full-time Labour
Relations Manager to support more than 600 unionized electrical contractors across Ontario. Reporting to
the Executive Director, this pivotal role will provide strategic labour relations counsel, support province-
wide multi-employer collective bargaining, manage grievance and dispute processes, and maintain strong
working relationships with union and industry stakeholders, including the IBEW. The ideal candidate will
bring progressive labour relations experience, preferably in Ontario’s unionized ICl construction sector,
along with strong negotiation, research, communication, and relationship-building skills.

The complete job posting can be found on LinkedIn
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Premier Ford’s Favourability Plummets

Angus Reid Institute

Every quarter, the Angus Reid Institute (ARI)
conducts a poll to determine the comparative
favourability of the premiers of Canada’s provinces
(except for PEl whose small population make
quarterly randomized polling unreliable). In the
survey of 850 randomly selected Ontario residents,
conducted between May 7th and May 11th, 2026
and published on June 11, 2026, Premier Ford’s
favourability dropped ten points from the March poll
(31%) to hit its lowest point (21%) since his election
in2018.

+ 4% of respondents strongly approved
of Ford’s performance, 17% moderately
approved, 27% moderately disapproved, 45%
strongly disapproved while 6% weren’t sure

+ Ford was first elected in 2018 when the PCs
earned 40.5% of the votes cast; in December
2018 the ARI survey had his favourability at
42%

+ Heenjoyed his highest favourability in March
of 2020 at the onset of the COVID19 pandemic
when it stood at 69%

+ Atthe time of the June 2022 Ontario general
election, Ford’s favourability stood at 45% and
in the election the PCs captured 40.83% of the
votes cast

« The Tories won almost 43% of the votes cast
in the February 2022 Ontario general election
when Ford’s favourability was trending
upwards to 48% in the March 2025 survey

+ Inthe ARl quarterly surveys, Ford’s
favourability in the June 2026 edition at 21%
is the lowest among all premiers measured;
next to Ford is BC’s Premier Eby at 31% and
Nova Scotia’s Houston at 34%

For the full story, click on the following link:
https://angusreid.org/premiers-performance-

june-2026/

The ARI poll results appear to have irked Premier
Ford who, when asked by media about his low
numbers, called the survey a “fake poll” and
misrepresented ARI’s polling methods. It’s been
reported that ARl sent a lawyer’s letter to Premier
Ford asking for a retraction.

Liaison Strategies

A liaison Strategies survey of a representative
sample of 1000 Ontarians using IVR between June
12th and June 15th produced the following results:

+ Among decided and leaning voted, if an
election was held at the time the poll was
taken, 38% would vote Liberal, 35% PC, 22%
NDP, 4% Green and 1% Other

«  69% of respondents said they disapproved of
Premier Ford’s performance, 26% approved
and 5% were not sure

« 66% of respondents said the province is
moving in the wrong direction while 29% said
the opposite

« Health care was the major area of concern
among respondents; 60% said that someone
in their household had trouble getting timely
care in the last year; 30% said finding a family
doctor should be the top priority; 60% support
more private clinics if patients still pay with
their OHIP card

+ Thelibslead in the 905 with 41% and in
Toronto with 46%; the PCs lead in eastern
Ontario with 43% and in southwestern Ontario
with 38%; the NDP leads in northern Ontario
with 46% and south-central Ontario with 37%

For the full story, click on:
https://press.liaisonstrategies.ca/ontario-liberals-

lead-pcs-by-3-as-ford-approval-hits-26/
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Ontario Expanding Small Modular Reactor Supply Chain

As background to the headline, a May 8, 2025 government of Ontario news release stated the following:

+ In 2025 the Ontario government approved Ontario Power Generation’s (OPG) plan to begin
construction on the first of four small modular reactors (SMRs) at the Darlington nuclear site east of
Toronto

« The construction of the four units is forecast to create up to 18,000 Canadian jobs and inject $500
million on average annually into Ontario’s economy.

« The construction, operation and maintenance of the four units will add $38.5 billion to Canada’s GDP
over the next 65 years.

« 80 per cent of project spending will go to Ontario companies

« construction and operations will sustain an estimated 3,700 highly skilled, good-paying jobs for the
next 65 years.

https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/1005889/ontario-leads-the-g7-by-building-first-small-modular-reactor

On June 17,2026 government of Ontario stated the following:

GE Vernova Hitachi Nuclear Energy (GVH) and Canadian companyVelan Inc. have signed a partnership
agreement to explore opportunities to deploy Reactor Integral Isolation Valves (RIIVs) and Containment
Isolation Valves (CIVs), critical pieces of safety equipment for BWRX-300 small modular reactor (SMR)
projects in Europe.

As part of this partnership, Velan plans to build a new manufacturing facility in Durham Region to help meet
rising global demand for SMR technologies, that will see each new reactor built bring up to $70 million
worth of new investment into Ontario for world-class components.

By building the G7’s first grid-scale SMR, Ontario is strengthening made-in-Canada supply chains and
securing its position as a global leader in supplying the world’s nuclear needs, while creating good-paying
jobs here at home.

This is good news for Durham and for Ontario!

https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/1007617/ontario-expandin
european-markets

Council of Ontario Construction Associations | 926 - 123 Edward ST, Toronto M56 1E2 | 416.968.7200 | www.coca.on.ca


https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/1005889/ontario-leads-the-g7-by-building-first-small-modular-reactor
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/1007617/ontario-expanding-small-modular-reactor-supply-chain-into-european-markets
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/1007617/ontario-expanding-small-modular-reactor-supply-chain-into-european-markets

n Council
of Ontariq
COCA COCA S
GOVER T

RELATIONS
REPORT

Infrastructure Ontario June 2026 Market Update

Infrastructure Ontario released its June 2026 Market Update on June 18th that offer insights into upcoming
projects and key developments
Highlights include:
+ Apipeline of 24 projects in pre- and active procurement, with an estimated total design and
construction value exceeding $25 billion
+ Nineteen government-announced projects in the early stages of planning
+ Two new additions to the pipeline:
» Ontario Provincial Police Detachment and Ontario Place Administrative & Maintenance Complex
» University Health Network Proton Beam Therapy Facility
+ Since the October 2025 Market Update, two major projects have reached substantial completion:
» Finch West LRT
» Eglinton Crosstown LRT
« Updated information on:
» The Capital Repair Program pipeline for Ontario’s government land and building assets
» New detailsregardingthe upcoming Transit-Oriented Communities Program

You can view the June 2026 Market Update at the following link:

https://www.infrastructureontario.ca/en/news-and-media/news/market-update/june-2026-market-update

Proposal to Increase Annual Revenue Threshold for Not-for-
Profit Corps

The provincial government is currently consulting on a proposal to amend Ontario Regulation 395/21
(General) under the Not-for-Profit Corporations Act (ONCA) to provide for an increase to the annual revenue
threshold as set out in the Act (from $500,000 to $1 million) under which:

Non-public benefit corporations may waive an audit and review engagement and not appoint an auditor if
the annual revenue is $1 million or less; and may waive an audit and have a review engagement instead if
the annual revenue is more than $1 million; and

Public benefit corporations may waive an audit and instead conduct a review engagement if the annual
revenue is less than $1 million and more than $100,000.

To access the proposal and the consultation, click on the following link: https://www.regulatoryregistry.gov.
on.ca/proposal/54415
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Lake Superior Ports to be Upgraded

The government of Ontario will invest more than $2.8 million from the Northern Ontario Heritage Fund
Corporation (NOHFC) to upgrade the Port of Thunder Bay and Peninsula Harbour Port Authority in
Marathon.

« The Thunder Bay Port Authority (TBPA) will receive $804,955 in NOHFC funding to expand its staging
and storage area at Keefer Terminal by 10 acres, increasing its capacity for goods such as wind turbine
parts, steel and oversized cargo. The expansion will allow the TBPA to increase cargo volumes and
retain existing business, while reinforcing Thunder Bay’s role as a resilient and competitive gateway
for interprovincial and international trade.

« Peninsula Harbour Port Authority (PHPA) will receive $2 million in NOHFC funding to repurpose
unused commercial docks in Marathon at the site of the former Marathon Pulp mill to create a marine
terminal for shipping regional materials such as critical minerals, forest products, road salts and
components for pipelines and wind turbines, to southern Ontario and customers across the globe.

You can access the government of Ontario’s news release by clicking on the following link:

https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/1007610/ontario-investin
port-facilities-on-lake-superior

Skilled Trades Ontario Toolkit Helps Contractors Sponsor
Apprentices

Skilled Trades Ontario has released a new Sponsor an Apprentice toolkit designed to help contractors and
employers understand how to bring an apprentice into their workplace. The resource outlines key steps in
the sponsorship process and provides practical guidance for organizations looking to support workforce
development through apprenticeship opportunities.

Contractors interested in learning more can review the toolkit here:

https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/apprenticeship/sponsor-an-apprentice
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Two Vacant Seats in Ontario’s Legislative Chamber

There are two vacancies in the Ontario legislature:
Scarborough Southwest

The Scarborough Southwest vacancy at Queen’s Park was caused by the resignation of Doly Begum, who

at the time was an NDP MPP and Deputy Leader of the party. Begum resigned her seat in the Ontario
legislature to run as the Liberal candidate in a by-election in the federal electoral district of the same name.
The federal seat became vacant after the resignation of Liberal MP and cabinet minister Bill Blair. He
resigned to become High Commissioner of Canada to the United Kingdom. Begum was successful and now
sits in Ottawa on the government bench as a Liberal Member of Parliament (MP).

No date has been struck for the Scarborough Southwest by-election, but the writ must be issued not later
than August 3, 2026, and the by-election date must be a Thursday not more than 36 days after the writ is
issued.

The NDP has chosen Fatima Shaban, who describes herself as a community advocate and administrative
leader on her Linkedin page, as their candidate. The Grit standard bearer is Ahsanul Hafiz, a party organizer
and owner of 30 Domino’s pizza stores. The Tories have yet to select their nominee.

York Simcoe

The reason for the QP vacancy in York Simcoe is much simpler, no dominoes falling. It was merely caused
by the resignation of PC MPP and cabinet minister Caroline Mulroney. The riding is solidly blue and Premier
Ford has appointed art consultant and appraiser Susan Lahey, who is also an East Gwillimbury town
councillor, as the PC candidate. To our knowledge, none of the other parties have named their contenders
and the by-election date has not been set.
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